A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
during the reign of the boy-King Edward and the women who
succeeded him; the great landed families had filched from the
royal revenue here in every direction. Charles proposed to
recover the old boundaries as they had been before the spoliation
took place, and to insist upon the rights of the Crown. It
would have been a most fruitful policy could it have been fully
carried out, for it would have put many great woods and nearly
all wild land and mountains into the hands of the community,
as they commonly are in other European countries, but it
violently increased the opposition of the landed interest, and
therefore it was not fully carried out.
Armed with these resources, the Government could just
barely fill the gap between expenditure and revenue so long as
there was peace. For four years the effort worked well enough,
and might have worked indefinitely, but for two things—first,
a misapprehension of Scottish affairs, and a consequent piece
of mistaken policy therein; secondly, the necessity of building
a fleet to meet the new sea-power of France.
The Scottish Trouble, In 1633 the King went northward
into Scotland, where he was well received, representing as he
did the Scottish dynasty and even speaking in a Scottish manner.
He took with him Laud, whose desire for unity throughout the
realm in the matter of religion was the cause of what followed.
The Scottish people in the towns and Lowlands—the great
majority of them—were by this time strongly Calvinist, and
the Church (or Kirk, as they called it) was among them
organized in Calvinistic fashion. The Scottish bishoprics had
been preserved, but the power of the bishops was small and
that of the Presbytery dominated alL Some believed—but
there is no means of testing the value of their judgment—that
if the comparatively moderate changes which had been sug-
gested in that year (1633) ^a(i been applied at once the Scottish
people would have accepted them. It is doubtful, for, though
the power of the bishops was only slightly increased, it was
unpopular, and, what was much more important, all the Scottish
landed interest was awake to the peril threatening them from the
original Revocation announced at the beginning of the reign.
Anyhow, the new Service Book was not introduced for four years,
and in the interval opposition rapidly grew in Scotland. Charles,
after returning to England in that summer of 1633, &&£&
Laud to the Archbishopric of Canterbury, vacant through the
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